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SPOTLIGHT: Uniquely Idaho RFQ
A committee representing various federal and state agencies has been meeting for some months to identify ways to stimulate cultural/historic/agricultural tourism in Idaho. The committee is expected to soon release a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) in an effort to identify a collaborative project in one region of rural Idaho that will demonstrate an effective way of promoting cultural tourism in a model that might be replicated elsewhere in Idaho. The committee is looking for an RFQ from a diverse regional coalition that might consist of those in management operating locally, representing federal, state and local (city & county) governments, tourism, tribes, business, economic development, education, cultural organizations, faith community, and/or non-profit organizations.  The proposed project could include (but not limited to) identification of the agricultural, cultural and/or historical tourism opportunities (assets) of your region, assistance in the development of those assets such as training in small business start-up, customer service, creating tourist-friendly facilities, etc., and marketing efforts.  The state and federal agency committee members are combining forces to provide both professional expertise and financial assistance to the selected pilot project.  The exact kinds and amount of assistance is dependent on the type of project selected and will be negotiated with the coalition members of the chosen project.  If you would like to receive a copy of the RFQ when it is released, email Delta James, Community Development Director, Idaho Commission on the Arts at djames@arts.idaho.gov. 
INTRODUCING: Becky Orchard, Community Building Partners
Becky Orchard is the new Executive Director of Community Building Partners, the organization that manages the Old Church Arts and Cultural Center in Post Falls.  Becky brings six years of experience working for Spokane’s Public School district as a grant facilitator and middle school science teacher to the job.  Becky considers northern Idaho her home, after growing up in a military family that relocated every three years to various states all over the country and provided numerous opportunities to travel throughout Asia and Europe. She received a Bachelor’s of Science from the University of Idaho and a Masters in Education with an emphasis on building community from Eastern Washington University.  Becky lives in Hayden, Idaho with her two young boys and husband who is a social worker for the Idaho Youth Ranch.  Becky can be reached at theoldchurch@verizon.net. Welcome, Becky!

NATIONAL ARTS NEWS: NEA’s Arts and Civic Engagement Study

People who participate in the arts are people who help make communities thrive, according to a study released recently by the National Endowment for the Arts. The study, The Arts and Civic Engagement: Involved in Arts, Involved in Life, reveals that people who participate in the arts also engage in activities such as volunteering, going to sporting events, and outdoor activities -- at significantly higher rates than non-arts participants. The report shatters the stereotype that art is an escapist or passive activity, showing instead that it is associated with a range of positive behaviors. The study is the first to measure the connection between arts and civic engagement, which can be defined as promoting a positive quality of life through individual and group activities. Among the key findings:

· Arts participants volunteer more - twice the rate of those who do not participate in the arts. For example, half of all performing arts attendees volunteer or do charity work, compared with less than 20% of non-attendees. 
· Arts fans are sports fans. Contrary to popular belief, the people who attend performing arts attend sporting events at twice the rate of non-attendees.
· Arts participants enjoy the great outdoors. Literary readers and arts participants engage in outdoor activities, such as camping, hiking, or canoeing, at double the rate of non-arts participants. 
The Arts and Civic Engagement report, along with the 2002 Survey of Public Participation in the Arts, is available in print and electronic form in the Publications section of the NEA website at http://www.arts.gov/pub/index.php. 
INFORMATION

Nonprofit Lobbying Guide and FAQ

www.clpi.org
The Center for Lobbying in the Public Interest provides a guide and a list of frequently asked questions about how nonprofit organizations can legally participate in public policy processes – you’ll be surprised at how much advocacy your organization can do!

The Social and Public Art Resource Center

www.sparcmurals.org

Founded in 1976 by muralist Judith F. Baca, painter Christina Schlesinger, and filmmaker Donna Deitch, the Social and Public Art Resource Center (SPARC) is an arts center that produces, preserves and conducts educational programs about community based public art works. SPARC espouses public art as an organizing tool for addressing contemporary issues, fostering cross-cultural understanding and promoting civic dialogue.

Creative Vitality Index

www.arts.wa.gov/progNews/creative-vitality-index.html

The Washington State Arts Commission, with help from WESTAF, has developed an annual measure of the health of the creative economy in a city, county, state or other geographic area called the Creative Vitality Index. The creative economy as defined in the Creative Vitality Index includes for-profit and nonprofit arts-related enterprises. Using readily available, inexpensive data on employment and community participation, the Creative Vitality Index reflects the vigor of this sector of the economy and culture.

RESOURCES

Hamburger Helper 

www.myhometownhelper.com/LearnMore.aspx
Through May 31, 2007, Hamburger Helper will be conducting a national essay writing campaign encouraging you to (i) register online at www.myhometownhelper.com, (ii) complete an essay of two hundred and fifty (250) words or less describing how your hometown needs help and (iii) provide verification of the 501(c)(4) status of the municipal or civic organization or public school that sponsors your request for funding. Applicants can request a one time award for a minimum of $500 and a maximum of $15,000 during any single month for community projects such as band shell repairs, playground equipment, clean up projects, etc. 
INDEX – Idaho Nonprofit Directory of Experts

www.idahononprofits.org
This directory, provided by the Idaho Nonprofit Development Center, is designed to connect nonprofits that need services with the consultants and businesses eager to serve them. INDEX is a searchable, on-line market-place that allows providers to advertise their services and organizations to find the expertise they need. 

Rural Community Development Initiative

www.rurdev.usda.gov

US Department of Agriculture’s Rural Community Development Initiative (RCDI) provides technical assistance and training funds to qualified organizations to develop their capacity to undertake housing, community facilities, and community and economic development projects in rural areas. Qualified organizations can be public or private (including tribal organizations) that have been legally organized for at least three years and have experience working with eligible recipients.

TRAINING / PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Nonprofit Day at the Legislature Jan 18; Training Jan 17 - Boise

On January 17, 2007 the Idaho Nonprofit Development Center will provide training on building relationships with state elected officials and have a panel of legislators give an overview of the upcoming session.  On January 18, nonprofits are invited to set up displays in the Statehouse Rotunda to educate others about their organization’s mission and services.  We would like a big crowd to demonstrate the power and diversity of our sector. INDC has limited funds available for transportation and housing for this event.  If you are interested in participating, contact Debbie Bloom at dbloom@idahononprofits.org or call 424-2229.
EMPLOYMENT

Director, Moscow Arts Commission

The City of Moscow, Idaho, is seeking a Director for its Arts Commission.  Position closes 

November 10, 2006 and pays $46,000, plus benefits.  For details, check the City of Moscow web-site, www.Moscow.ci.id.us, under "employment.”  

Executive Director, Bountiful/Davis Arts Center

The Bountiful/Davis Arts Center in Bountiful, Utah is seeking a chief executive officer to direct the administration, development, programming, staff, marketing, and advocacy of their community arts center. Salary range: $27,000-32,000 with benefits. Send resume, letter of interest, and 3 letters of recommendation by November 30, 2006 to: Search Committee, Bountiful/Davis Arts Center, 745 South Main St., Bountiful, UT 84010.

Community Development in the Arts Specialist, Wyoming Arts Council

The Community Development in the Arts Specialist provides extensive technical assistance to constituents, develops partnerships to further community development in the arts with economic development, municipal, education and other agencies, identifies and connects constituents to resources, organizes workshops and training opportunities, and manages grant programs. Salary range: $3048.00 - $3782.00 per month. For more information or to apply online go to http://statejobs.state.wy.us/JobSearchDetail.aspx?ID=10851 or submit a State of Wyoming Employment Application to the Human Resource Division, Emerson Building, 2001 Capitol Avenue, Cheyenne, WY 82002-0060, Phone: (307)777-7188, Fax: (307)777-6562, along with transcripts of any relevant course work. Position will remain open until filled. 
